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Tolgdo @
Thursday, 7th Algonquin Mizzy Trail 6.10 -11.15 0° - 25° blue skies, calm
May Algonquin Spruce Bog Trail 13.30 -14.25
Algonquin Whiskey Rapids Trail 15.10 -16.30
Friday, 8th Carden Plain 6.20 -13.20 8°-25° Blue skies. Little wind
May
Saturday, 9th Point Pelee Tip to visitor centre 6.00 -11.30 13°-23°
May Tilden Woods 12.30 -14.50
Hillman Marsh 16.30 -17.30
Sunday, 10th Point Pelee Tip & Woodland  Trail 6.00 -11.30 Some rain overnight, early
May Route 21 near Hillman Marsh 13.30 - 15.00 drizzle, then to sun 14°  -25°
Lake St Clair Marsh 16.15 - 17.30
Tremblay Point 18.00 -19.10 Rain on arrival, fair during stay
Monday, 11th Rondeau 6.45 -16.00 Calm, sun 15° -24°
May
Tuesday. 12th Point Pelee tip & Woodland Trail 6.00 -9.50 Strong westerly, 14°  -13°
May Tilden Woods 10.15 -13.45
Marsh Boardwalk 14.45 -17.25
Tilden Wood s 17.50 -18.30
Wednesday, Pelee tip and Woodlands Trail 6.00 -8.45 Slight northerly, initially cloud
13th May Tilden Woods 9.30 -13.30 to sun, 9° -12°
Marsh Boardwalk 14.30 -18.00
Thursday, Long Point 7.15 - 14.00 7°- 18°
14th May
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Introduction

20 years ago, we had our first

birding trip abroad, and it was to Canada

Point Pelee and surrounding South - '

west  Ontario. The trip was i i~
impeccable, not so much for the fact gRyf o 1 L
it was our first, but that we we re | ontario N0
ridiculously lucky, and chanced upon P A ‘

one of the best migrations for years, A T N | i R A e
with one day in the week seeing a Bk o s " T
spectacular reverse migration. As a A

consequence, we had seen most of 3 " Mo 'M WO

the migratory species that ar e 3 b oK ap TN nc

generally seen (and one or two that ; : . M AL oA

arent - Varied Thrush and : = ¢

Swainson's Warbler). So with 2015 voic B

being 20 years since that visit, we Cuba ——
looked to go back and relax and

enjoy what was on offer, as well as concentrate on taking video and photographs . In
addit ion, we had heard at the time of the worth of visiting Algonquin to the North -east of
Toronto, so wanted to include that as well. The trip was as good as our first, and

probably as good as any other since. Algonquin was a great way to start the week, and i n

stark contrast to the birding around Point Pelee. According to many of the regulars, the

passage through Pelee was below average, and their view was that present day migration

is nowhere nearly as good as a couple of decades ago, but because of the reaso ns above,
we were able to enjoy fully the birds on offer. No day was a letdown, and we regularly

saw good movements of migrants, including a decent reverse migration on our first

morn ing at the tip, and small waves of wood warbler s on a couple of the eveni  ngs. Due
to the large distance between Algonquin and Point Pelee, we broke this with a day around

the Carden Plain, another location worth visiting, this time for a flavour of grassland type

of specialities.

The timing of a visit is usually between mid Apr il and the end of May. The exact time
between these is a matter if choosing the mix of species that are likely to occur, since

some pass earlier than others. A time around Mother's Day weekend, which is early to

mid May, is best for a variety of species, a Ithough the down side is that it is hectic over
the two days. Despite this, we did visit then, and made it to the park early to get to The
Tip first, yet there seemed many times more visitors than during the weekdays. A good
alternative ift hese two days a re to be avoided is  a jaunt along to Rondeau , and is highly
recommended - also potentially very good birds, and a lot few er people. We were also
ready for weather of any type, and very nearly got it bar snow. Temperatures varied
between 0° early morning in Algonquin, and 32° during the journey from Carden Plain to
Point Pelee. We didn't get too wet, perhaps just a bit of drizzle at times, but a tornado

was forecast one evening, and though we were disappointed not to see a twister, the rain

that fell (while  we were driving) was torrential.

Accommodation and transport were booked well ahead. The former in particular should

ideally be b ooked as far ahead as possible, since not only are there many regulars who
book their favourite lodgings for the following year while staying in the current one, but
other rooms go quickly. Leamington is the ideal location, being only a 15 minutes drive
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from the park gate, and with restaurants on tap - we booked up later in 1995 and could
only find somewhere 40 minutes drive away. Our hotel, the Sunparlor, was more than
adequate, with air conditioning and plenty of electrical sockets for charging camera

batteries, and this for only £60 per night. We also  booked the car before we left - always
cheaper than when you arrive, and plump ed for a 4x4 SUV. When we were shown what

was on offer, the standard of the vehicles was excellent, apart from the lack of a package
tray. Not a great feature when suitcases and optics need to be hidden away at times. So

for the same cost they gave us a Fo rd Taurus 4x4, which had a clearance unde r the
chassis not much lower tha n the SUV on offer. This is only potentially really needed in
Algonquin and the Carden Plain, where heavy rain may make the tracks less suitable for

a normal saloon car. The roads and byways around Point Pelee and the South -west are
generally in very good condition.

DAILY DIARY

Algonquin Mizzy trail
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There are a multitude of trails and ponds to visit in the Algonquin area, but we had
decided the best bet was to t ackle the Mizzy Trail as early as possible. We didn't realise
just how early our start was going to be, since half awake ears picked up a Barred Owl

calling from the bedroom at 4am, and this of course had to be investigated. Torches at

the ready, we found  the general area, but the bird was too far in to the forest to locate.

The whole of the Mizzy Trail is a circular loop of 11 km, and can take many hours to
complete. A quicker way to cover the juiciest spots is to drive to and park at a spot along

the nort hern edge of the trail. So we drove the 4.8 km up Arowhon Road, at KM15 on
highway 60, and then turned right to park at the gate barring driving along the old

railroad bed. Most of the guides recommend covering one or two spots along the road on

first app roach, but we prioritised getting to the Mizzy as early as possible, and the
subsequent birds it produced compared to the few along the road later bore this decision

out. We didn't realise as we added layers to combat the zero degrees cold what a brilliant
morning we would have. We followed the track for a couple of miles, which took us
through mainly spruce forest and open ponds, trekking as far as the "flycatcher patch".
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The temperatures rose as the morning progressed, eventually climbing into the t wenties.
The track up to the gate from the main highway had been better than expected, but

there were some wet and muddy sections along the trail, although this wasn't too much

of a hindrance. Early birding was slow, with various calling and singing birds hiding in the
trees. The breakthrough came in the unexpected form of American Bittern, crouching in a

small reed lined pond, with a Swamp Sparrow singing nearby. A couple of singing
Sparrows, White -crowned and White -throated, as '
well as a second American B ittern, startedt he deluge
of birds. And mammals! A female Moose was at the
far shore of Wolf Howl Pond, with a Beaver swimming
close to. Wolf Howl Pond  is a wonderful location. It is
very open with stunning scenery, lit up by a cloudless

rich blue sky. Th e earlier mist over the ponds, which
added an extra atmospheric dimension, had lifted, as

had the temperatures. Warblers in the form of Myrtle

and Palm were numerous and frenetic here,
seemi ngly being everywhere, but a duo of Boreal
Chickadees were added to by only a third. When we
were on the small wooden bridge halfway along the

pond, drumming nearby turned out to be a Black -
backed Woodpecker, which was also there on the
return walk. In some of the spruce trees next to trail

were Golden -crowned Kinglets, and a single Brown
Thrasher. One or two Flycatchers predictably caused
problems, although one singing surprisingly  turned
out to be Ruby -crowned Kinglet

We had half decided to return to the car, but adding another 100m also added a pair of

ridiculously co nfiding Grey Jays, which perched almost within touching distance. Then we
decided on a nother 100m and yet another speciality emerged . We were scoping a Myrtle
Warbler singing in the distance, when we heard what sounded like grouse wingbeats

nearby. We wer e astonished to find a superb male Spruce Grouse perched only metres

away in a low Sprucet ree, and even more so to find an other pecking its way along the
trail, again only metres away. They certainly don't seem to be too shy. This had to be the

sign to re turn, which we did. The frenetic Warblers had calmed down to almost non
existence on the return, but we did add Bay -breasted Warbler to the tally.

Spruce Bog Trail

After a short visit to the main visitor centre, which didn't provide the cutting edge and u p
to date bird information that we would have hoped and expected for, we drove the no
distance to this trail on the opposite side of the highway. It is only a 1.5km walk, so
didn't take much doing. The initial part is a true boardwalk which traverses the s mall
boggy marsh. We were here at the hottest part of the day, and it seemed evident that
this slows the bird activity down considerably. A pair of Swamp Sparrows made the effort
in the centre of the bo g, and a single Black Duck was quietly edging along on e of the
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channels. However, it was back in the spruce enclosed part of the trail that the
Woodpeckers laid on the entertainment. Granted, the two Pileated present were only

heard, but the call is impressive when it resounds through the trees. The single an d then
additional pair of Black -backed Woodpeck ers were much more forthcoming, the two
together particularly so when calling and then squabbling on a tree trunk more or less

directly overhead.

Whiskey Rapids Trail

This trail is a 2km circular route , and is
located near to the West Gate of the park.
The literature  suggested that it was good for
various of the local specialities, so we
thought we would give it a bash as the last
of the day. The circle is within mainly
conifer/spruce forest for the dur ation, with
the first half following a river which crosses
the rapids, which to be quite fair, aren't
worth any extra effort. Bird activity was
overall very slow, with most of the
excitement concentrated around the car
park. It was here shortly after arriv al that
we picked up a pair of stunning Blue -headed
Vireos, which we stuck with for a short time.

A Black -and -white Warbler was also here, albeit at the end of our walk. The only other

bird of interest was another Black -and -white Warbler next to the river.

Carden Plain (Day 2)

When planning the trip, we wanted to break up the journey and also add some variation
to the birding if possible. It was noticeable that some of the tour companies added this
location to their itinerary, and so it was that we were here this morning. As opposed to
yesterday's conifer vegetation and more northerly species, Carden is very different, with

the main attraction for us the grassland habitat that makes up most of the alvar plains.

This turned out to be the best of an ex cellent session of birding, although we did come
across one or two good birds in the woodland, which was by and large driven through at

a greater pace than the plains. Th e website:

http://www.ofo.ca/site/page/view/articles.cardenalvar

has an excellent guid e and map with a suggested route around Carden, and we followed
this almost to the letter. So it was that we were at the impressive looking machinery of

the loch lift just after first light, with the canal obviously running through this. After

taking in th e House Wrens and Tree Swallows on somebody's front lawn, the suggested
car parking at the loch lift was closed - a great result since it usually charged the
extortionate sum of $2. Back in the pocket | say! We decided to avoid the diner car park,



